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TNTRODUCTTON TO THE tNTERNAT|ONAt STUDENT pROGRAM (rSp)

Welcome lo Wobosh Volley College! The lnternotionol Student Progrom (lSP)

odvocotes for ond odvises the internotionol student populotion of WVC
on U.S. immigrotion ond viso-reloted issues. ln oddition to federolly required
immigrotion services, the ISP provides informotion, resources, immigrotion
guidonce, tips, ond odvice thot con help our internotionol students succeed.
The ISP promotes ond celebroies individuols in on interculturol environment.

The ISP is o center where internotionol students con seek odvice on the
intersection of ocodemic ond U.S. immigrotion regulotions, os well os sociol ond
occulturotion issues. ln oddition, the ISP provides orientotions ond workshops on
topics of interest, such os immigrotion requirements, employment, ond cross-
culiurol communicotion.

Finolly, the ISP exposes the Wobosh Volley College community to the
inlernotionol populotion through sponsored progroms ond events on compus.
Our overoll vision is to foster globol oworeness throughout the compus
community.

Cossondro Goldmon J.D., M.A.
Progrom Director
618-263-4999 Ext. 3165

old mo nc@iecc.edu

Amondo Andrews
I nt ernotio nol Sf uden I Lioison
618-262-8641 Ext. 3165
ondrewsol @iecc.edu

Trocy Robinson
C o ordinot or, I nt ernotion ol Admissions
ond Complionce
618-262-8641 Ext. 3352
robinsont@iecc.edu

lnternotionol Sludent Progrom Office
2200 College Drive
Mount Cormel, lL 62863
618-263-4999

ISP Website
https://www.iecc.ed u /iecc /stu d en t
life/internotio n o l-prog ro m

Follow
the
ISP!

g rdl
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To moinloin legol stotus in the U.S., internotionol students must follow these
federol regulotions, stote regulotions, ond Wobosh Volley College policies. You
ore responsible to know ond follow these rules ond regulotions.
lnternoiionol Student Progrom (lSP) stoff is here to ossist ond odvise students, but
your viso slolus during your Wobosh Volley College progrom is your
responsibilily.

Mointoining legol stotus is extremely importont. Folling out of stotus will moke
your student viso involid, legolly stop you from continuing your study, ond moke
you ineligible for other F-'l or J-l benefits, such os CPT or OPT.

As on F-ll J-l inlernolionol sludenl, you musl:

l. Attend the inslitution listed on your 120/ DS-2019.

2. Check in with the lnlernolionol Student Progrom upon orrivol of Wobosh
Volley College to register your SEVIS record. This olerts the Deportment of
Homelond Security(DHS) thot you ore on octive student. You must report to
the 15P within l5 doys of the stort of eoch semester. Foilure to check-in with
the ISP could result in deloys with closs registrotion, possible loss of legol
stotus, ond possible terminotion of SEVIS record.

3. Mointoin full-lime enrollment in o course of study in eoch ocodemic term.
The minimum per semester is: l2 credit hours (foll ond spring - summer is

optionol)

5. Moke solisfoctory progress toword completion of your progrom ond keep
the l-20lDS-2019 volid ot oll times during your study.

6, lf you plon to groduoie eorly or connot complete your progrom by the
progrom end dote listed on the l-20lDS-2019, you must see the
lnternotionol Student Progrom to find out if you ore eligible to hove your
progrom dote shortened or extended on your l-20. This must be completed
ot leost two weeks before the l-20lDS-2019 progrom end dote.
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F.i /J-I VISA REGULATIONS

4. lf you connot complete o full course of study due to extenuoting medicol
or ocodemic circumstonces, you must be opproved for o Reduced Course
Lood with the opprovol from your ocodemic odvisor ond outhorizotion in
SEVIS from the ISP BEFORE you drop below full{ime or toke o leove of
o bsence.



7. Report ony chonges lo your nome, oddress, or contoct informotion to the
lnternotionol Siudent Progrom within 10 doys of the chonge by submitting
the Address Updote form to the lSP. The ISP will use your IECC emoil for oll
immigrotion updotes. /l rb your respo nsibility lo check your emoil frequently.

8. Keep your possporl volid 6 months into the future. Contoct your embossy
to renew your possport well BEFORE the expirotion dote. For students
returning to their home country to renew their viso, you will need: on
officiol seoled tronscripf from IECC; o copy of your course schedule for the
returning semester; ond oll old l-20s os well os your new l-20.

9. Never occept employmenl off compus wilhoul outhorizolion from the
lnternotionol Student Progrom ond the U.S. Citizenship ond lmmigrotion
Services (USCIS), even if it is unpoid or on internship. Contoct the ISP to
determine if you ore eligible for oftcompus employmenl outhorizotion in
your field of sludy. Students connot work off-compus in their first semester.

l0.Never work in on on-compus posilion for more thon 20 hours per week
while school is in session. FullJime (more thon 20 hours per week) on-
compus work is permitted during officiol community college breoks ond
vocotions.

11. Notify the ISP if you intend to tronsfer to onother U.S. school. We ossist with
the process of tronsferring your viso to your new school.

I2.Submit your l-20/DS-2019 for o trovel outhorizotion to the ISP qt leost 2
weeks before you leove the U.S. for vocotion if you hove the intent of
returning to continue your studies. Your l-20 must be signed for you to
return.

l3.Report ony chonges to your mojor, progrom level, funding source to ISP

within l0 doys of the chonge.

l4.Comply wilh oll other U.S. federol ond slole lows, such os never driving
while intoxicoted ond never corrying o weopon.

l5.Comply with oll other lllinois Eostern Community Colleges ocodemic ond
conduct policies.
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16. Enroll in the IECC provided internotionol insuronce plon. Certoin students
moy be eligible to woive out of the IECC provided internotionol insuronce
plon. See the ISP sioff for informotion obout the woiver process.



IMMIGRATION TERM GLOSSARY

There ore mony technicol terms ond obbreviotions internotionol students should
be fomilior with reloted to their immigrotion stotus. Below is o glossory of mony of
the common terms.

D/S Durotion of Stotus As on F-llJ-l student you do not hove on expirolion dote for how
long you moy stoy; insteod you moy sloy in the country os long os
you mointoin legol stolus os o student ond unlil you complete your
sludies. You must nol lel your l-20lDS-2019 or possport expire.

DSO (Designoted School
Officiol)

An internotionol odvisor who hos been opproved by lhe U.S.
government to gront certificotion of stotus for internotionol sludents
ond to verify stotus on government forms.

EAD (Employment
Authorizotion Document)

A lominoted government cord beoring your photo you receive ofter
successfully opplying for permission lo work on OPT. lt lists stort ond
end dotes of your outhorized employment.

F-l Viso The closs of viso thot is issued to non-immigronts who ore gronted
permission to enter the U.S lo study of on opproved school, olso
known os o Student Viso.

Form DS-20.l9 Three-poge immigrotion document for J-l sludenls. lt shows your
field of study, stort ond end dotes of study, ond finonciol
informotion. lt is used to obloin your J-l viso ond for eniry ond re-
entry inlo the U.S.

Form l-20 Three-poge document for F-l studenls. lt shows your field of sludy,
stort ond end dotes of study, ond finonciol informotion. lt is used to
obtoin your F-l viso ond for entry ond reenlry into the U.S.

t-9 A form lo prove employment eligibility by onyone being hired.

t-94 Form l-94 is issued to students upon their qrrivol in the U.S. by on
lmmigrotion officer. The l-94 is on electronic record updoted by the
lmmigrotion olficer of the port of entry eoch time o student enters
the U.S. lt is recommended thot students obloin their l-94 from this
website https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov eoch time they enler the counlry.

J-l Viso The closs of viso thot is issued to non-immigronts who ore gronied
permission to enter the U.S to study, do on inlernship, or be o visiting
scholor of on opproved school.

SEVIS Studenl Exchonge Visitor lnformotion Syslem. The government's
dolobose system lhot is used to trock studenl records, employment
stotus, ond to issue student documents.

SSN (Sociol Security
Number)

The Sociol Security Number is o permonent lD number issued by the
U.S. government. A Sociol Security Number is required to receive
compensotion for work in the U.S. (F-l on compus employment, poid
internship, OPT).

USCIS United Stotes Citizenship ond lmmigrotion Services is the government
ogency responsible for enforcing the regulotions relevont lo your
enlry into the U.S. ond obility to remoin in ond return lo the U.S.
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ISP ASS ISTANCE

The ISP provides o voriety of services for F-l ond J-l students ond scholors. When
you come to the lSP, depending on your inquiry, you will receive instructions on
whot to do or you will be osked to moke on oppointment with on ISP stoff
member. Some inquiries moy be complex processes, so you will be given
instructions obout which documents to bring to o personol oppointment in the
future. We con olso provide severol services by emoil. ln oll coses, pleose know
we ore hoppy to help you novigote the viso regulotions ond processes.

Pleose review the common ISP ossistonce below ond onticipoted timelines:

Procedure When to Ask for
Assistonce

Expecled
Process/Timeline

Additionol
lnformolion

TrovelSignoture 2 weeks prior to
trovel

Drop off l-20, reody
for pickup in 1-2
business doys

Must hove most
current l-20lDS-
2019.

lnvitotion or Full-
Time Stotus Letter

Anytime 3-5 business doys N/A

SSN Letter Anytime 3-5 business doys N/A
Curriculor Procticol
Troining (CPT)

At leost 2 weeks
prior to stort dote (if
enrolled in
internship course)

3-5 business doys
once oll
documentotion
Received

Need employer
offer letter,
lnternship form, ond
CPT form.

Less thon full-time
enrollment

Before you drop
ony course, you
need permission
from ISP to
determine if
eligible.

Complete request
for less thon full-
time enrollment
ond ottoch
evidence (ex.
medicol diognosis),
5-Z business doys

You must prove you
ore eligible for o
reduced course
lood to be enrolled
less thon full-time.

Shorten or extend l-
20/DS-2019

30 doys before your
current end dote.

Complete form
ond provide
supporting
documenls, S-7
business doys

New finonciol
documents
required for
extension.

Leove of obsence lmmediotely Appointment
required,5-Z
business doys

Must complete
Registror's process
first.

Tronsfer to onother
school

Within 60 doys ofter
end of finol term/or
prior to odd/drop
deodline of term

Drop off new
school's
occeptonce letter
ond tronsfer form'
3-5 business doys

Must complete
Registror's
withdrowol process
first.
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Federol regulotions require thot F-llJ-l students must report ony chonges of thek
personol informotion to the lnternotionol Student Progrom within 10 doys of the
chonge. F-llJ-l students must inform the ISP of ony chonges to the following
informotion by submitting the Personol lnformolion Updote Form:

' Chonge of physicol oddress
.Chonge of phone number
' Chonge of personol emoil
. Emergency contoct informotion

Students must olso updote ony chonge of nome, funding source, or progrom
end dote to the ISP by emoil ot goldmonc@iecc.edu.

Possport:
F-ll J-l students must olwoys keep their possport volid for 6 months into the
future. Students requiring o renewol must opply well in odvonce of the expirotion
dole of their possport.

Trovel Signolure on l-20lDS-2019
F-llJ-l students ore required to present on unexpired l-20lDS-2019 with o volid
trovel signoture of the port of entry when returning to the U.S. from o trip outside
of the country. Trovel signotures refer to the list of signotures on the second poge
of the l-20lDS-2019. The trovel signoture must be provided by o DSO in the
lnternotionol Student Progrom. Trovel signotures ore volid for one yeor while the
student mointoins enrollment in IECC.

Students plonning trovel wilhin the U.S. or outside of the U.S. must complete the
Student Trovel Notificotion Form ond submit lo the ISP office.

ISP Provided Trovel:

All internotionol students ore ossessed o minimum tronsportotion fee per
semester. This fee includes lronsfers tolfrom the Evonsville, lndiono oirport of the
beginning ond end of eoch semester, os well os other tronsportotion during the
semester. Further informotion obout ISP provided trovel is conloined in ihe ISP

Tronsportotion Guidelines.
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REQUIRED REPORTING & TRAVEL

Viso:
F-l /J-l sludents ore odmitted to the U.S. for D/S (Durotion of Stotus). As long os o
student's l-20lDS-2019 is volid, they moy remoin in the U.S. with on expired F-l /J-l
viso. However, if the student hos plons to trovel internolionolly, they must opply
for o renewol of their F-llJ-l viso from o U.S. Consulote or Embossy.



ACADEMTCS AT WABASH VArrEy CO[rEGE (WVC)

ABOUI IECC

lllinois Eostern Community Colleges District #529 (IECC) is locoled in o 3.000-
squore-mile (7,800 kmz) oreo of Southeostern lllinois neor the lllinois-lndiono
border. The multi-college District includes Frontier Community College (FCC) ot
Foirfield, Lincoln Troil College (LTC) ot Robinson, Olney Centrol College (OCC) ot
Olney, ond Wobosh Volley College (WVC) ot Mt. Cormel.

Bordered on the eosl by the Wobosh River, the District is locoted in o scenic
section of the stote, with wooded oreos, golf courses, ond recreotionol lokes
scotlered throughout the region. The District includes oll or ports of l2 counties
ond hos o totol populotion of I I 1,000.

Eoch of the colleges is locoted in o smollJown selting, with convenient occess
to lorger cities in lllinois ond lndiono. The colleges serve os centers for
educotionol ond culturol excellence, ottrocting not only recent high school
groduotes but olso mony odult students who ore upgroding their skills, eorning
the first two yeors of o four-yeor degree, or porticipoting in ploys, concerts, ond
seminors.

The college District olso includes o highly successful Workforce Educotion
progrom which provides short-term troining for some 10,000 employees eoch
yeor ot plont sites throughout the Stote of lllinois ond in other slotes ond
countries os well.

Founded in 1960, WVC is o two-yeor community college lhot offers o wide
voriety of ironsfer, occupotionol, continuing educotion, ESL, ond community
service progroms. Situoled on 

,)20 
ocres in Mount Cormel, lllinois, the college

consists of modern focilities surrounding o scenic loke ond wooded pothwoys.

Students hove mony clubs ond orgonizotions to porticipote in, which enhonces
the student life on our compus. As o competitive member of NJCAA Division I

ond the Greot Rivers Alhletic Conference, WVC offers men's ond women's
bosketboll, boseboll, softboll, cheerleoding, volleyboll, ond women's soccer.
Additionolly, WVC is proud to offer club sports such os bowling, orchery, ond
boss fishing.
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ABOUT WVC

As o WVC Worrior, you will hove exceptionol opportunities to not only pursue o
coreer through your ocodemics but olso develop skills for success in life. WVC
will provide you with o greot woy to prepore for o coreer, moke friends ond
ochieve the gools you hove set for your college educotion.



ACADEMIC ADVISEMENT

Students of WVC ore ossigned on ocodemic odvisor, who will ossist you in
selecting closses, orronging your course schedule, ond identifying resources to
solve problems or meel specific ocodemic needs.

Your ocodemic odvisor con provide odvice on course selection ond help plon
your progrom of studies.

lf you wish to wilhdrow from o course, you must get opprovol from the /SP before
requesfing ony schedu/e chonge from your ocodemic odvisor.

lf you wish to porticipote in curriculor procticol troining (CPT) you rnust gef
opprovol from lhe /SP before you seek opprovol from your ocodemic odvisor.

Grodes ore oworded to reflect ihe quolity of student performonce. Grode
volues ore ossigned on o 4.0 scole from A to F.

More specific informotion obout grodes ond the groding system of IECC con be
found in the IECC Acodemic Cotolog. The IECC Acodemic Cotolog is updoled
onnuolly ond is locoted on the IECC website ot:

hitps://www.iecc.edu/cotolog

As on internotionol student, studying in on Americon clossroom con be o life-
chonging experience. You will be qble to express yourself freely, moke friends,
build your confidence, ond chollenge your friends ond professors on topics in
closs. Mony internotionol students find very noticeoble differences between
clossroom culture in the U.S. ond in their home countries.

I. CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

During the first week of closses, the instrucior will hond out o syllobus. The

syllobus will outline lhe course objectives, required textbooks, chopters lo be
covered, due dotes for ossignments, ottendonce policy, ond the groding policy
The syllobus will include the instructois office locotion ond contoct informotion.
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You will meet your ocodemic odvisor ofter you hove token the Accuplocer ESL

test ond ofter you hove reviewed ond signed the lnformolion Sheel for
Advisemenl of lnternotionol Students with ISP stoff.

GRADING SYSTEM

ACADEMIC DIFFERENCES



One mojor difference noted by internotionol students is thot grodes ore bosed
on weekly ossignments, popers, ond prolects rother thon solely on exominotions.

2, EXAMINATIONS & ASS/GNMENIS

The number ond types of exominotions ond ossignments throughout the
semester differ from one course to onother. The instructor will iell you how mony
exominotions ond ossignments 10 expect in the course ond the moteriol thot
eoch will cover. lf you ore unfomilior with ony of the types of exoms or
ossignments requested by the course you ore toking, pleose contoct your
professor for clorificolion. Some closses do not hove o finol exom bui require
insteod the completion of o project or lengthy writing ossignment. Moke sure
you review the closs syllobus corefully to understond the instructor's exoct
requirements for the course, how ossignments ore groded, ond when
ossignments ore due.

3. DiVERSE IEACH/NG SIYLES

lnstructors moy use lecture, closs discussion, or both. Most closses meet on o
regulor schedule once, twice, or three times o week. The teoching style of the
professor con determine the omount of student porticipotion in eoch closs.
Some instructors prefer o more formol style of lecture with o possible question
ond onswer period of the end. Others prefer o more conversotionol style ond
encouroge inleroction throughout f he closs.

a. AIIENDANCE

Your course instructor will inform you of the ottendonce policy of the beginning
of the semester. Regulor ottendonce is expected of oll students. lt is likely thot
ottendonce will offect your grode. Missing more thon two closses or being
excessively tordy could result in o lowering of your finol course grode. lf you must
miss o closs, emoil your professor before the closs meets to let them know of your
obsence ond orronge to moke up ony missed ossignments.

5. CLASS PARIiCIPAIION

Mony inslructors encouroge closs porticipotion ond often expect it. ln some
courses, it is o port of the overoll grode. lf you feel hindered to porticipote
becouse of your English proficiency. we strongly odvise you to discuss this issue
with the instructor, your ocodemic odvisor, or the stoff in the lSP.
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6. OFFICE HOURS

lf o student is confused obout something in the closs, it is expected thot they will
osk the instructor before or ofter closs. lf the issue requires o longer conversolion,
the student moy moke on oppointment to see the instructor during office hours.
ln U.S. ocodemic culture, there is no shome ossocioted with not understonding
something in the course, even if it hos been presented in o closs lecture.
lnstructors respect students who work hord towords fully understonding the
moteriol, so don't woit until just before the exom to seek clorificotion. Ask os
soon os you reolize thot you don't compleiely understond the moteriol.

7, ACADEMICiNIEGR/ry

Acodemic inlegrity is one of the mosl importont concepts to understond in U.S.

ocodemic culture. Even innocenl violotions con hove very serious effects on
your ocodemic coreer. The consequences for cheoting, plogiorism or other
ocodemic misconduct con ronge from being given o foiling grode on o poper,
exom, or for the entire course, to being suspended from IECC, or worse ye1, you
could be osked to leove permonently. Keep in mind thol foilure to mointoin your
full-time student stotus impocts your immigrotion stotus, too. More informotion
obout ocodemic integrity ond policies con be found in the IECC Acodemic
Cotolog.

https://wvrw.iecc.edu/cotolog
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ACADEMIC RESOURCES ON CAMPUS

MyIECC is the point of entry to online resources of IECC, including: Entroto,
Convos, Office 365, ond emoil.

https://my.iecc.ed v I e4 I

To goin occess to MylECC, studenf occounts ore generoted during the
opplicotion occeptonce process ond credentiols ore sent to the student by
encrypted emoil to setup their MyIECC occount. ln some instonces, student
services personnel moy directly issue credentiols to creote on occount using o

Generoted lD ond pin. For eiiher process, the studenf must complete the
occount setup ond set o new possword.

AC ADEM/C SUCCESS CENIER

The Acodemic Success Center is where non-notive English-speoking students will

toke the Accuplocer ESL test upon orrivol to compus. This is olso the locotion for

other plocement testing required of students before course registrotion.

The Acodemic Success Center olso provides free tutoring ossistonce in o voriety
of subject motters.

BAUER MEDIA CENIER

The Bouer Medio Center offers students o wide voriety of services. The most used

service is occess to librory resources. The librory hos on open computer lob.

WVC is o member of the Consortium of Acodemic ond Reseorch Librories in

lllinois (CARLI). Students moy borrow books from other librories by plocing holds

on them vio the online cotolog.

The entronce to WVC's Bouer Medio Center is locoted next to the Brubeck Arts

Center gollery.
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ON.CAMPUS RESOURCES

Locoted in Moin Holl, Student Services is your one siop locotion dedicoted to
ossisting you with your siudent billing, finonciol oid, ond registroiion quesiions.

IUIIiON PAYMENIS

' Tuition ond fees ore determined for eoch ocodemic semester. Tuition ond
fees moy be subject to increose eoch ocodemic yeor.
. Tuition bills will be ovoiloble ofter registering for courses. Online billing
stotements ore ovoiloble on Entroto.
. Poyment options ore ovoiloble through Nelnet. Unless poyment
orrongements ore mode through Nelnet, oll student bills ore due by midterm of
the semester. After midterm, o lote fee is ossessed to unpoid student occounts
(except those using Nelnet poyment options).

For more informotion: https://vwwv.iecc.edu/poyments

MEAL PLANS

Sludents hove the option to purchose meol plons ot WVC. Meol plons must be
poid in full of the time of purchose. The four levels of meol plons ovoiloble offer
o l0% discount off the foce vqlue of the meol plon.

. Meol plons moy be purchosed in Siudent Services.

. Meol plons ore only redeemoble of the cqmpus where they ore
purchosed.

. Report lost or stolen meol plon cords to Siudent Services IMMEDIATELY.
o Any unused volue on the meol plon of the end of the ocodemic yeor

does NOT corry forword to the following ocodemic school yeor.

The Worrior Grill is open for lunch from I I o.m. until I p.m. Mondoy through
Fridoy.

L4
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Get involved on compus to find friends ond moke the most of your Wobosh
Volley College experience. The WVC clubs ond orgonizotions offer you
numerous opportunities to become ocquointed wilh other students, develop
leodership skills, ond work with those who shore similor interests. Clubs ronge
from honorory 1o coreer-focused 1o muliiculturol to speciol-interest groups. You

con loin on existing orgonizotion, re-estoblish on inoctive club, or even form o
new club.

Opportunities include:

Advonced Monufocluring Technology Club
Alpho Delto Nu Nursing Honor Society
Collegiote Form Bureou Club
Heollh Professionols Club
Morketing Business Monogement Club
The Notionol Technicol Honor Society
Rodio-TV Broodcosting Club
Red Roge
Seekers Club
Student Nurses Associotion
Teoching Our Youth (T.O.Y.) Club

Diesel Equipment Club
Agri-Technology Club
Gunsmithing Club
lnternotionol Club
Phi Theto Koppo
Ployer's Guild Club
Red Pin Club
Science Club
Sociol Services Club
Student Senote
TRIO SSS Club

Athlefics: Boseboll, Softboll, Bqsketboll (Men's ond Women's), Cheerleoding,
Women's soccer. volleyboll, orchery, bowling, ond boss fishing'

We hove tennis courts on compus ond ore % mile from the West Berwick l8 hole
golf course, pickle boll courts, city pork ond outdoor bosketboll couris.

Brubeck Ads Cenler

Dedicoied in April 1975 in honor of longtime WVC supporters ond potrons of the
orts, Williom ond Anne Brubeck, the Brubeck Arts Center is comprised of lwo
elements: the Brubeck Arts center Theotre ond the Brubeck Arts center Gollery.
Since its opening, neorly holf o million people hove ottended events of the
Brubeck Arts Center.

The WVC Arts Council hos generously donoted tickets so thot internotionol
students con ottend performonces oi the Brubeck Arts Center of no cost.
Pleose see the ISP stoff for tickets.
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT EMPTOYMENT

Employmeni is defined os ony type of work performed or services provided in
exchonge for money, tuition, fees, books, supplies, room, food, or ony other
compensotion. Students must not ossume thot they ore outomoticolly eligible to
work in the United Stotes. Work outhorizotion of one type or onother is needed
for on internotionol student to work in the U.S.

ON-CAMP US EMPLOYMEN T

While on-compus employment opportunities ore limited, oll F-l students ore
permitted to work on-compus of WVC port-time while school is in session ond
full-time during the summer ond officiol school breoks. On-compus employment
is not guoronteed.

lf you obtoin poid on-compus employment, you must opply for o Sociol Security
number prior to beginning work. You must olso complete the necessory hiring
poperwork with WVC's Administrotive Office prior to beginning work.

Most deportments will require you to submit on opplicotion online, including your

resume ond cover letter. Some positions moy olso include on interview. To view
the ovoiloble positions:

https://dev-iecc-2020.pontheonsite.io/employment

Curriculor Procticol Troining (CPT) is o type of employment outhorizotion for
experientiol leorning inlegrol to your degree progrom, such os on internship. The

F-l viso wos issued to you to be o fullJime student; hence U.S. lmmigrotion
(USCIS) is very strict obout employment on the F-l viso. Unouthorized or
inoppropriote employment, even for one doy, is considered o serious violoiion
of viso stotus ond thus couse for deportotion. lt is the students' responsibility
to understond the regulotions regording employment ond to obtoin the
necessory employment outhorizotion before you begin work'
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USCIS considers unouthorized employment io be the most serious violotion of F-

l/J-l stotus. li is importont thot you understond the type of employment F-llJ-l
students ore eligible for ond how to opply, becouse unouthorized employment
(even for one doy) will violote your legol F-1lJ-1 stotus in the U.S. ond jeopordize
your eligibiliiy for chonge of stotus to o professionol working viso like on H-lB in
the future. You must consult the ISP ond be outhorized before occepting on
offer ond beginning 1o work.

CURRICULAR PRACTICAL TRAINING (CPT)



For ony ond oll kinds of curriculor proclicol lroining. poid or unpoid,
you musl hove CPT oulhorizolion odded lo your l-20 prior lo beginning
work. Your employer will need lhis documenl before you con begin working.

ELIGIBILITY:

. To be eligible 1o opply for CPT, on undergroduote student must hove
been lowfully enrolled on o fulliime bosis, while physicolly present in the
U.S., for one ocodemic yeor (2 semesters) unless your ocodemic progrom
requires immediote porticipotion for oll students.

. Students must not be on probotion.

. Students must be enrolled in o full course lood (including the internship
course) (12 credits = undergroduote students). The only exception for less

thon full-lime enrollment is if you ore in your finol semester ond hove fewer
credits remoining to complete your degree.

. You must be registered in Bonner for the oppropriote internship course (3
credits) before your l-20 will be creoted.

RESIRICI/ONS:

ra CPT must be porl-time (20 hours or less per week) during the foll ond spring
terms. CPT con be full-time (more lhon 20 hours per week) during the
summer session. However, pleose nole thot fullJime CPT will be scrutinized
by USCIS ond moy offect OPT. STEM OPT, ond ony future Hl-B opplicotion.
CPT is only ollowed within the dotes of the term thot o student is enrolled
in the internship course.
CPT employment is employer ond locotion-specific. lf the student decides
to chonge their employer, the student must obloin o new iob offer letter
ond o new outhorizotion in SEVIS. CPT is not tronsferoble from one job to
ihe nex1.
CPT is olso required for internships thot involve on-compus positions or
reseorch.

a

a

a

Post-Completion Optionol Procticol Troining (OPT) is I2-months of temporory
employment outhorizotion for o student io engoge in employmeni directly
reloted to on F-l student's mojor oreo of study. Students moy opply up to 90

doys prior to their progrom end dote ond up to 60 doys post their progrom end
dote. Due to USCIS processing iimes, it is highly recommended thot students
opply eorly.

L7
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Acodemic troining is the nome the J-l Exchonge Visitor Progrom uses for
employment troining or procticol experience reloted to your field of study.
Acodemic troining is ovoiloble os port of your ocodemic progrom, either while
you ore enrolled in school or ofter you complete your ocodemic progrom, os
long os you mointoin volid J-1 stotus, visii the ISO if you hove questions regording
AT.

All U.S. employers require employees to hove o Sociol Security Number (SSN) for
the purpose of reporting individuol employee eornings for tox purposes. A Sociol
Security Number (SSN) is required to receive compensotion for work in the US (F-1

on-compus employment, fellowships, poid internship while outhorized for
Curriculor Procticol Troining (CPT), Optionol Prociicol Troinlng (OPT)). The Sociol
Security Number is o permonent lD number issued by the U.S. government. Keep
this cord ond number sofe, ond be coreful with whom you shore this
informotion, os it con be used for identity theft purposes.

You must hove on SSN if you will receive o solory or stipend from
WVC or from your off-compus OPT or CPT employer.
lf you were employed, you will need on SSN to file o U.S. income tox
return for eoch colendor yeor in which you spent ony period of time
in ihe U.S.

SSNs ore oflen used for o voriety of unofficiol purposes, such os

opening phone, utility, or bonk/credit cord occounts. While hoving
o SSN is convenient for these reosons, i1 is not required.

When cqn I opply for o Sociol Security Number?
. You moy opply for o SSN only if you hove received o job offer.
. You must hove entered the U.S. of leost l0 doys prior to submitting

your opplicotion.
. You moy not opply more thon 30 doys before the stort of your iob.

How con I opply for o Sociol Securily Number?
The ISP stoff con ossist you with preporing ond submitted the required
documentotion to opply for o SSN.

a

a

a
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ACADEMIC IRAINING (AI) FOR J-I STUDENTS

SOCIAL SECURITY

Why do I need o Sociol Securily Number?



Everyone living in the United Stoies, including F-1 ond J-1 siudents, is expected
to file federol ond stole income tox forms whether ihey eorn money in the
United Stotes or not. You moy be required to file Federol Form 8843, to exclude
doys living in the United Stotes from income tox presence tests. You moy olso
need to file toxes using Form 1040NR. or the shorter Form 'l 040NREZ, if you meet
its requirements.

lnternotionolsfudenl Ath/eies - Any scholorship from IECC received by on
internotionol student moy hove tox implicotions. This is determined by the U.S.

lnternol Revenue Service (lRS). Non-quolified scholorship benefifs (such os

housing ond meol plons) moy be subject to a 14% withholding. The omount of
ony withholding depends on your tox stoius ond whether your home country
hos o tox treoty with the U.S.

lf o tox withholding is required, ihis omount will be deducied from your

scholorship oword. IECC is required to remit this tox withholding to the IRS on
your beholf. A Form I042-5 will be issued to you by Jonuory 3l for ony yeor in
which you hod withholdings remitted to the IRS on your beholt 12022
withholdings will be reported to you by Jonuory 31 ,20231. The Form 1042-5 will

include the omount of your nonquolified scholorship benefits ond the omount
of ony tox withholding poid on your beholf from those benefits. You con file o
Form l040NR-EZ or l040NR with the lRS, which moy result in o refund for port, or
oll of the omounts withheld from your non-quolified scholorship benefits.

ISP sloff connot onswer questions regording your individuol tox filing

requirements. ISP stoff con provide you with o list of locol tox occountonts who
con ossist you with filing the necessory documents.
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TAXES

The filing deodline for federol ond most stote toxes is April I5tn eoch yeor for
money eorned in the prior yeor. lf you believe your eornings from employment
in the United Stotes will complicote your tox situotion in your home country, you

should consider contocting on occountoni. ISP stoff connot onswer questions
regording your individuol tox filing requirements. ISP stoff con provide you wiih o
list of locol tox occountonts who con ossist you with filing the necessory
docu ments.



UNITED STATES CULTURE

Mony internolionol students orrive in the U.S. olreody knowing o greot deol
obout the U.S. ond obout Americons. However, living ond siudying in ihe U.S.

con be very different from reoding obout the U.S. or visiting it wilh fomily
members. ln this section, o few of the most common U.S. culturol volues ore
described so thot students con begin io prepore themselves for how some of
the culturol volues moy differ from or be the some os their own culturol volues.

Everyone experiences some form of "culture shock" when confronted with new
ond unfomilior people ond siluotions. lt's importont to keep in mind lhol this is o
common experience omong new internotionol students ond thot it is olso
temporory. While there moy be unhoppy moments, odjusting to o new culture
will bring mony long-losling rewords.

Americons strongly believe in the concept of individuolism. They consider
themselves to be seporote individuols who ore in control of their own lives, rother
thon members of o close-knit, interdependent fomily, religious group, tribe,
notion, or other group.

D/RECTNESS

Americons tend lo volue fronkness ond openness in their deolings with other
people. They believe thoi conflicts ond disogreements ore best solved by
meons of forthright discussion omong the people involved.

a

The Americon Declorotion of lndependence stotes ihot "oll [people] ore
creoted equol," ond ihis belief is deeply embedded in their culturol volues'
Americons believe ihot oll people ore of equol stonding ond ore therefore
uncomfortoble with overt disploys of respect such os being bowed to.

INFORMAL/IY

AMERICAN CULTURAL VALUES

. /NDEPENDENCE

a EQUALITY

Don't be surprised if store clerks ond woiters introduce themselves by their first

nomes. Mony people visiting ihe U.S. ore surprised by the informolity of Americon
speech. dress, ond posture. Don't mistoke this for rudeness or irreverence' lt's
just o port of the culturel
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a /MPORIANCE OF TIME

"Time is money," is o common expression in the U.S. One of the more difficult
things for mony students to odiust to in the U.S. is the notion thot time musl be
used corefully ond produclively. Being "on time" (oniving ot the stoied time) for
closs or meetings with odvisors, professors, ond even with friends is very
importont. lt is considered rude to show up lote for o scheduled meeting or
oppointment.

FOLLOWNG RULES

ln the U.S., mony rules reolly ore followed, ond procedures ore often not
negotioble. Arguing or demonding to see someone "in chorge" will not leod to
success. lt is more effective to exploin exoctly whot you need ond whot kind of
problem you hove been hoving, qnd osk, "Whot do I do now?" or "ls there
someone who could help me?"

PRACTICAL MATTERS

ln the U.S., dotes ore writlen os month/doy/yeor. This is the opposite of the British

method, in which dotes ore writlen doy/month/yeor.

DiN/NG

Most Americons eot three meols o doy: breokfost, lunch, ond dinner. Breokfost is

in the morning between 7:00-9:00 o.m., lunch usuolly is between l2:00-2:00 p.m.,

ond dinner is typicolly between 6:00-8:00 p.m. Breokfost ond lunch tend to be
light meols, ond dinner is the moin meol.

lf o friend, clossmote, or host fomily invite you to eot o meol, this does not meon
thot they will poy for your meol. You should olwoys plon to poy for ond offer to
poy for your meol when you eot of o restouront, cofeterio, or fost-food
estoblishment.

SALUIAI/ONS

Americon nomes ore written ond spoken with the given nome first ond the
fomily nome lost. So, John Smith's fomily nome is Smith, not John.

. ln o formol setting, oddress men os "Miste/' (obbrevioted os "Mr."), morried
women os "Misses" (obbrevioted os "Mrs."), ond unmorried women os
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"Miss". Mony women prefer to be oddressed using the obbreviotions "Ms."

(pronounced "miz"). lf the person hos on M.D. or Ph.D., they will often be
oddressed os "Doctoi' (obbrevioted os "Dr."). Foculty ore oddressed os
"Professor" (obbrevioled os "Prof .") or "lnstruclor" (obbrevioted os "lnstr.").

I/PPlNG

Restouronts in the U.S. do not include o service chorge in the bill, so it is

customory to tip the woiter opproximotely 20% of lhe totol bill. lf service wos slow
or porticulorly bod. some Americons will lip only 1O-15%. Likewise, if service wos
porticulorly good, it is oppropriole to tip more lhan 20%.

. lf you ore in doubt, osk whether it is oppropriote to tip or whether o
grotuity is included in the bill.

o Tipping is only oppropriote in restouronts which offer toble service. Tips ore
not expected when ordering from o fost-food restouront or cofe wiih
counter service.

Toxi drivers, food delivery drivers, bortenders ond hoir stylists oll expect to
get o tip equol to obout I5% of the totol fore.

While ol WVC, students ore expected to follow lows ond policies thot govern o
voriety of doily life ond ocodemic octivilies. There ore different levels of lows in
the U.S including federol, stote, ond locol community lows which will differ
depending on the porticulor.iurisdiction. Violoting o U.S. low con hove different
consequences for on internotionol student thon for iheir Americon friends ond
con negotively impoct their U.S. immigrotion stotus. lt is the student's
responsibility to know whot is legol or not.

The following is o description of some of the lows thot moy offect internotionol
students. lt is meont to introduce F-l /J-l students to some of the lows ihot exist in

the U.S. thot moy be different from other countries.
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. In on informol situotion, Americons will introduce eoch other by firsi nome,
without titles, ond occosionolly by just the lost nome. lf you ore introduced
to somebody by first nome, you con oddress him or her by first nome the
next time you meet. The only exception would be for someone who holds
on importont position, such os the IECC Choncellor or the WVC President
or WVC Deon of lnsiruction. Unless they tell you otherwise, foculty should
be oddressed using their title ond lost nome (e.9., "Professor Smith").

U.S. LAWS



ALCOHOL

Alcohol use in the U.S. is reguloted by low. ln every stote in the U.S. including
lllinois, olcohol moy nol be legolly purchosed or consumed by onyone under the
oge of 21, ond moy not be consumed while in public or in on outomobile. lt is

illegol to hove ony open bottle, con, or contoiner with on olcoholic beveroge in
public, even if ihe consumer is of legol drinking oge. Driving while intoxicoted is

considered o serious crime, punishoble by lorge fines, joil sentences, ond the loss
of driving privileges. lt is olso o serious crime to offer or provide olcohol to
onyone under the oge of 21.

IOBACCO

All IECC compuses ore tobocco-free ond smoke-free. Smoking ond the use of
tobocco products is prohibited on oll IECC compuses, both indoors ond
outdoors. The prohibition includes e-cigorettes ond voping devices. Smoking in
public buildings, public tronsporiotion, ond restouronts is prohibited by lllinois
low. Smoking is generolly ollowed outdoors ond in one's home. When in
someone else's home, it is considered polile to siep outside to smoke.
Cigorettes, e-cigorettes, voping products ond other tobocco products moy not
be purchosed or used by people under the oge of 21.

The possession or use of mor'rjuono is prohibiied by federol low. Although the
recreotionol use of morijuono is permitled in some stotes, it remqins o federol
crime to possess or consume morijuono ond con hove immigrotion
consequences. Furthermore, of oll IECC compuses, ony illegol use, sole or
distribution of drugs, ond/or possession or supply of drugs, drug porophernolio,
norcolics ond morijuono (including morijuono plonls) will resull in disciplinory
oction by the college ond/or criminol proseculion. Street drugs, such os
cocoine, omphetomines, borbiturotes, ond other mood-oltering substonces thot
ore not prescribed by o medicol doctor, moy not be possessed, or sold legolly in
lllinois. Strict lows ond severe criminol penolties, including incorcerotion, opply.

DRUGS AND MEDICAI/ONS



AVOID SCAMS

NEVER poy money or give personol informotion to someone who
threotens to deport you. Neither USCIS nor the Deportment of Homelond
Security will coll you to osk for money to ovoid deportotion. The
lnternotionol Student Progrom (lSP) ot IECC is the only office to inform you
oboul your immigrotion stotus ond we will never threoten you with
deportotion. lf you receive such o coll, pleose HANG Up immediotely ond
inform the ISP obout the phone coll.

Never give out your credit cord number, bonk occouni number, or sociol
security number unless to o reputoble officiol/estoblishment such os
IECC/WVC

a

a

PERSONAL SAFEry

a

a

Be owore of your surroundings ond ovoid dork, secluded oreos. Don't
wolk olone ot night.

Emergency Blue Boxes ore locoted oround compus ond con be used
to get help in the event of on emergency.

Don't ollow strongers into your room.

Trust your instincts.

PROIECI YOUR PROPERIY

Keep wollets, purses, checkbooks, jewelry oui of sight ond locked owoy, if
possible.

Keep trock of debit ond credit cords ond report their loss immediotely. lt's
o good ideo to toke o copy of oll cords ond lD documents (including your
possport, viso, ond I-20) in cose they ore lost or stolen.

a
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SAFETY & CRIME PREVENTION TIPS

. Keep your door locked when you ore in or out of your room. Alwoys
osk who is of your door before you open it.

. Do not keep lorge sums of cosh. Use credit/debit cords or locol ATM
mochines.



TITLE IX & SEXUAL M ISCONDUCT

Title lX of the Educotion Amendments of 1972 stotes: "No person in the United
stotes sholl on the bosis of sex, be excluded from porticipotion in, be denied the
benefits of, or be subjected to discriminotion under ony educotion progrom or
octivity receiving federol finonciol ossistonce".

IECC is committed to providing on environment thot promotes excellence,
responsibility, respect, understonding, integrily, ond service. IECC odheres to
the philosophy thot oll community members should enjoy on environment free
of ony form of horossment, sexuol misconduct, discriminotion, or intimote
portner violence.

For more informotion, ond to view the IECC policy ond procedure, visit:
htips://www.iecc.edu/lilleix

The IECC ocodemic colendor provides informotion obout the first doy of closses,
dote of midterm, dotes of finol exoms, ond lost doy of closses for eoch
ocodemic semester. ln oddition, the colendor provides the dotes thot the
college compus is closed, ond no closses ore in session, for federql ond stote
holidoys os well os professionol development doys for foculty ond stoff.

ln oddition to the ocodemic colendor, the ISP mointoins o colendor of culturol
trips ond culturol octivities thot our internotionol students ore invited to
porticipote in. Pleose see the ISP office for our colendor of events.

Emergency Number from ony phone is 9-l-l (used for fire, police, ond
ombulonce)

a

a Wobosh Volley College switchboord is 1-618-262-8641 .

WEI-COMEI

The lnternotionol Student Progrom of IECC is o greot resource for you throughout
your time of Wobosh Volley College. Pleose contoct us with ony questions,
concerns, or ideos.

Once agoin, we/come to Wobosh Volley College on ttlinois Eos/ern Community
Co/legel
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A.
ILLINOIS EASTERN
COMMLNIfi COLLEGES

105 NoRTH \UEST STREET OLNEY, rL 62,t50.2298 6t8-395-7777 FAX 6l 8.192'561 ?

INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

ADDRESS UPDATE FORM

United Stotes immigrotion regulotions require thot oll internotionol students report ony
chonges of their living oddress in the United Stotes to the institution thot issued their l-20 or DS-

2019 immigrotion document. Address chonqes need to be reported within l0 doys of
movinq to onother oddress.
stotus.

YOU MUST COMPTETE ALL INFORMATION BELOW.

1. Complete ond return this Chonge of Address form to the lnternotionol Student Progrom
(lSP) Office locoted ol 2200 College Drive, Mount Cormel, lL 62863.

2.lf you work on compus you must olso complete o chonge of oddress form of the Poyroll

Office on your compus.

Student lD: 9]0_ Nome:
(Lost/Fomily Nome) (First Nome) (Middle Nome)

U.S. Physicol Address: Your physicol living oddress in the United Stotes (this moy not be o P.O.

Box or the OIED office oddress)

(Street # ond Street Nome) (Apt #) (City) (Stote) (ZlP Code)

Phone Number: Personol E-moil:

Moiling Address: Moil from ISP ond the IECC Business ond Registror offices will be sent here
(such os importont immigrotion informotion. o bill, or ocodemic letter)

; Check this box if Moiling Address is the sorne os the Physicol Address obove

(PO Box/Street) (Apt #) (City) (Stote)

Permonent Foreign Address: Your oddress in your home country:

(ZlP Code)

(Street) (Apt #) (city)

(Province/Territory)

(Postol Code) (Country)
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ILLINOIS EASTERN
COMMLNITY COLLEGES

lo5 NoRTH VEST STREET OLNEY, lL 62,t50.2298 618-395.7777 FAX 618-192.5617

INTERNATIONAL OFFICE
PERSONAT INFORMATION UPDATE FORM

Federol regulotions require thot F-llJ-l students must report ony chonges of their
personol informotion to the lnternotionol Student Progrom within 10 doys of the chonge. F-1 lJ-l students musl
inform the ISP of ony chonges to the following informotion by submitting the Personql lnformotion Updote Form:

. Chonge of physicol oddress
'Chonge of phone number
' Chonge of personol emoil
' Emergency contoct informotion

Students must olso updote ony chonge of nome, funding source, or progrom end dote to the ISP by emoil ot
goldmonc@iecc.edu.
YOU MUST COMPLETE ALL INFORMATION BELOW.
l. Complete ond return this Personol lnformotion Updote form to the lnternotionol Student Progrom (lSP) Office
locoted o12200 College Drive, Mount Cormel, lL 62863.

2. lf you work on compus you must olso complete o chonge of oddress form of lhe Poyroll Office on your

compus.

Studenl ID:910 Nome
(Lost/Fomily Nome) (First Nome) (Middle Nome)

Your new physicol living oddress in the United Stotes (No P.O. Box or the ISP office oddress)

(Street # ond Street Nome) (Apt #) (City) (Stote) (ZlP Code)

Your new Phone Number:

Your new Personol E-moil:

Your Emergency Contoct informotion: Nome of Emergency Conto

Emoil: Phone #:

(PO Box/Street) (Apt #) (City)

Permonent Foreign Address: Your oddress in your home country:

(Stote) (ZlP Code)

(Street) (Apt #) (City)

(Province/Territory) (PostolCode) (Country)
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ILLINOIS EASTERN
COMMUNITY COLLEGES

to5 NoR'rH vEsT STREET OLNEY, lL 621t0 1298 6l8.l9t-???7 tAX 6lE-192-t617

INTERNATIONAL OFFI CE

2

3

All lnternoiionol students will be ossessed o mondotory minimum ironsportotion fee of $50.00*

per semester. This fee includes round lrip tronsportotion to/from EVV oirport, os well os to/from

vorious compus octiviiies. +ln Foll of 2023 this omount will increose to $75.00/semester.

Any student requiring doily von usoge during ihe school week will be ossessed o $300.00** fee

pei semester. The $300.00 fee includes round trip ironsportotion to/from the Evonsville, lndiono

oirport (EVV). ** ln Foll of 2023 this omount will increose to $350.00' Weekdoy pickup occurs oi
opproximotely 7:30 - B:00 om. weekdoy dropoff occurs oi opproximotely 2:45 - 3:15 pm.

ISP stoff provide tronsportotion io the Evonsville, lndiono (EVV) oirport only'

4. pteose check with ISP stoff on ovoilobility of tronsportotion PRIOR to booking flights. Students

must complete the Student Trovel Notificotion Form ond submit to the ISP office.

5. Any odditionol trips lo the EVV oirport during the semester will be ossessed o $75.00 fee ond

must be poid to the lSp office PRIOR to lronsportotion. Additionol trips ore not guoronleed ond

ore subjeci to ISP stoff ond IECC vehicle ovoilobility.

6. Be on iime for your ISP tronsportotion pick up wiih oll boggoge pocked ond oll required trovel

documentotion on Your Person.

Z. lf your f light hos o scheduled onivol ofter I O:OO p.m. you will need to stoy ot o hotel neor ihe

oirport thot evening. ISP stoff will pick you up from lhe hotel ot 9:00 o.m. the next morning' If

your ftight hos o scheduled deporture before 8:OO o.m., ISP stoff will tronsport you to o hotel

neor thL oirport the night before your flight ond you will need to stoy in ihe hotel the night

before your flight. You ore responsible for booking ond poying for hotels'

g. you must provide lSp stoff with o copy of your trovel itinerory onytime you ore iroveling owoy

from compus, even if we ore nol providing you with lronsportotion. lf we ore providing you

with tronsportotion, you must provide ISP sioff with your flight deioils including deporture oirline,

deporiure flight #, dote of deporlure, time of deporture. orrivol oirline, onivol flight #, dote of

orrivol. ond lime of orrivol. Siudenls must complete the Student Trovet Notificotion Form ond

submit to the ISP office.

9. Keep our vehicles cleon! Remove oll your trosh, food, ond personol items when you exit the

vehicle.

lnternotionol Student Proqrom (lSP) Tronsportotion Guidelines
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INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

STUDENT TRAVEL NOTIFICATION FORM

This form must be on file with your compus coordinotor prior to trovel within the
United Stotes or outside of the U.S. while the student is enrolled of IECC.

Nome of Student 9r0

Phone#(provide#youoreusingwhiletroveling)
Trovel Destinotio

Dotes of Tro

Lodging - including dotes, nome, locotion, phone number

Trovel by Air- Bus- Vehicle-- Other- (check oll thot opply)

Pleose submit o copy of your trovel itinerory.

sig noture of student Dote

Signoture of Host Porent if Applico ble


