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CROOGE Quickly, spirity -~ take me where you will. I°1]
follow.

C. PAXQ Come.

Again they jourmey...and again the light and the/air change ..
And the SPIRIT suddenly stops.

C. PAST Look.

SCRYJGE looks and sees the shadow of a ghild sitting alonme.

SCROOGE t's a child.

C. PAST What\ child?

SCROOGE It's me)\ Spirit - alone/ at school - waiting. Waiting.

C. PAST Were you ofXen alone?

SCROOGE Nearly always,\$pirit, I had no friends at school.
My father hateg/Me so I was seldom at home. I tried
at school - I/thin I tried. But I had no friends
to speak of (A TIXCHER enters to THE BOY - looks
at him, hgfds him a bOQk.) My real friends - my
only frighds -~ were thode in books, Ali Baba -
Robinsgfi Crusoe - Robin Hdod - They were my friends.

C. PAST Look/ (4 fantasy sequence Dxinging these to life
foft the lonely boy.)

Again ffor a moment there is the shadow bul this time THE
SHADIW soon becomes substance.

C. PAST Remember?

SCROOGE I - I think I remember.

C. PAST You last day at school. Look - your sister Fa

And as SCROOGE looks, he sees himself on the day of leaving
school, pacing about the room, again waiting..and very soon
FAN comes to him.

FAN I have come to bring you home.

SCROOGE Home?

FAN Yes, home home - for ever and ever.

SCROOGE

But - father?
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FAN Father's agreed. Oh, you won't even know father;
he's so changed, so kind. So -
SCROOGE But why? - what's happened?
FAN Who knows what's happened. Just suddenly - one night -

he spoke so gently to me when I was going to bed that
I thought I'll ask him now - just this once more -
whether you could come home! And he said "Yes; yes,

you should come home. aAnd he's arranged the coach
for me to fetch you. And he's arranged that you
don't have to come back here any more. And he's

arranged that we shall all be together for Christmas -
and that we shall have the merriest time in all the

world.

SCROOGE Oh, Fan, how wonderful. How wonderful.

FAN Quickly, now. The coach is waiting.

SCROOGE Not so fast, little Fan, not so fast.

FAN But we mustn't waste a minute.

SCROOGE I must fetch my books and - and -

FAN Quickly then, fetch it. Fetch it.

Sto
P SC E Now wait. I must stop being so excited. I can't

even think properly. (Very still for a momentZ) Fan,
it's too wonderful. Say it again: I'm gofng home -

and I don't have to come back here ever
did say that, didn't you? I didn't am it.

BeforeNEAlN can answer a loud voice callg”from off:

SCHOOLMASTER Bring §gwn Master Scrooge' x, there - and see it

loaded on\to the coach.

And the SCHOOLMASTER Swqes”to FAN and SCROOGE THE YOUNGER.
He is ecarrying a decanter wine and three glasses on a
tray.  SCROOGE is beth fearful and embarrassed by the loud-
ness and the con A g SCHOOLMASTER, who stops

SCROOLMASTER M ve to get used to
ister Scrooge from now on, eh?
aren't we, boy?

Well, yes, sir, I - I.

SCHOO! I've seen many change from Master to Mister in my t
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