DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE

	AREA
	HIGH SCHOOL
	COLLEGE

	Personal freedom
	Less freedom; student lives at home with parents
	More freedom; student lives in a dorm with a roommate  
Structure

	Structure 
	More structure; student has classes all day long  

	Less structure; student sets up schedule

	Classes 
	Smaller size  
	Varies but classes can have 100 to 200 students

	Teachers 

	Frequent contact; student may see teachers every day  
	Less frequent contact; student may only see professors one to three times a week  
Study

	Study time 
	Student may be able to get studying done in a study hall or spend minimal time outside of class on studying  

	More rigorous demands with more readings and independent work; student may need to study two to four hours a day  

	Tests 

	More frequent tests on less material  
	May have only a few tests a semester; tests may cover many chapters or be cumulative

	Grades 

	Total grade for the class may be based on many grades  
	Total grade for the course may be based on only a few grades

	Physical environment 

	All classes are in one building  
	Classes are spread throughout the campus

	Legal protection 

	IDEA: entitled to services through a Free and Appropriate Public Education  

	ADA: must be eligible for services; reasonable accommodations

	Special education classes 

	Classes are specifically for students with disabilities  

	Classes include students with and without disabilities; some colleges may offer specialized programs, but they could involve additional fees  





	AREA
	HIGH SCHOOL
	COLLEGE

	Documentation
	School evaluates the student and provides the student with documentation
	Student must provide the college with updated documentation of the disability in order to receive accommodations; student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) is generally not considered documentation  

	Advocating
	Teacher and parent advocate for services  
	Student must advocate for accommodations and services

	Receiving accommodations
	Accommodations are set up through the IEP process
	Student must start the accommodation process by contacting the person/office on campus in charge of accommodations

	Course modifications
	Course content or curriculum is modified, e.g., student is allowed to complete 15 math problems instead of the 25 math problems required 
	All students are required to complete all coursework as outlined on the syllabus; no modifications are provided 
















	HIGH SCHOOL
	COLLEGE

	Class time: 6 hours per day, 180 days, total=1,080 hours 
	Class Time: 12 hours per week, 28 weeks, total=336 hours

	Study time: 2 hours per day; frequent tests and quizzes, variety of assignments, including worksheets 

	Study Time: two hours of study for every one hour of class: four-plus hours per day; infrequent tests and quizzes, mostly papers assigned 

	Grades: “D” = passing; report cards sent to parents and student 
	Grades: “C” = passing; report cards sent to student

	Teachers: Active role in your progress 
	Teachers: Passive role, may not know your name

	Structure: High; limits set by teachers, parents, or other adults 
	Structure: Low; limits set by you – no one will come to you

	Legal protection: IDEA, ADA, Section 504 
	Legal protection: ADA, Section 504

	Identifying students with disabilities: School 
	Identifying students with disabilities: Student initiative

	Obtaining disability documentation and supporting need for accommodation: School 

	Obtaining disability documentation and supporting need for accommodation: Student

	Providing accommodations: School 
	Providing accommodations: College

	Planning course of study: 
	School Planning course of study: Student/College

	Advocating to obtain services: Parent and student Advocating to obtain services: 

	Advocating to obtain services: Student 


	Deciding on coursework: IEP team, including student 
	Deciding on coursework: Student












	
	Secondary
	Postsecondary
	Practical Application

	What is the law? 

	IDEA: Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 504: Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973  ADA: Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990  
	504: Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, particular reference to Subpart E ADA: Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990  

	Section 504(e) and ADA aren’t about special education services; they’re about nondiscrimination and access for eligible individuals with disabilities

	What is the intent of the law? 

	IDEA: Provides free, appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment to identified students with disabilities, including special education and related services.  
	504/ADA: Ensures that no otherwise qualified person with a disability is denied access
to or benefits of or is subject to discrimination solely on the basis of disability.  

	IDEA meets the specific special education needs of the student and modifies the program accordingly; IEP written. 504(e) and ADA allow eligible individuals with disabilities the same access to programs, activities, and services as their nondisabled peers; no IEP.

	Who is covered under the law? 
 
 


	IDEA: All children and youth requiring special education services until age 21 graduation from high school.  

	504/ADA: All qualified persons with disabilities who, with or without reasonable accommodations, meet the college’s admissions requirements and the specific entry-level criteria for the specific program, and can document the existence of a disability as defined by Section 504. 

	Not every student who received special education services under IDEA will be a qualified individual with a disability under 504(e) or ADA. And once admitted, not every request for accommodation will be deemed to be reasonable

	Who is responsible for identifying and documenting need? 

.  

	School districts are responsible for identifying and evaluating potential students with disabilities. When such a determination is made, the district plans educational services for classified students at no expense to the family.  
	Students are responsible for self-identification and for obtaining disability documentation from a professional who is qualified to assess their particular disability; cost of the evaluation must be assumed by the student, not the postsecondary institution.  

	Just because documentation is sent on behalf of students, does not mean the students will receive services without the student coming in to specifically request them coming  

	Who is responsible for initiating service delivery? 
 
	School districts are responsible for identifying students with disabilities and providing special education programs and services, including related services and transition services as delineated in an IEP.  

	Students are responsible for notifying the disability support services staff of their disabilities and their need for reasonable accommodations. Accommodations (not special education) are provided on a case-by case, as-needed basis in order for students with disabilities to have equal access to the institution’s programs and activities.  
	 Students must
request accommodations in a timely manner. Resource rooms are not a typical service in college.  

	What is the parents’ role? 

	Parents have legal responsibility and can request changes to IEP, etc., up until rights transfer at age 18. 

	Parents no longer have legal responsibility or access to service providers without the student’s permission. 
	It’s the student’s responsibility for requesting accommodations and services. Service providers cannot talk with parents unless the student gives permission. 


	What about advocacy? 


	The parent or guardian is the primary advocate. Students with disabilities from age 14 on must be invited to participate in the IEP process. If the student does not attend, the district must ensure that the student’s preferences and interests are considered.  
	Students must be able to self-identify and discuss their disabilities and needs in order to work with the disability support staff to implement reasonable accommodations. The Family Educational Rights Privacy Act guarantees student confidentiality.  

	Students must become self-advocates at the college level. Conversations with parents regarding confidential information without written consent from the student are illegal.

	What is the purpose of documentation? 

	Documentation is a result of evaluations that determine whether a category of disability is present, which results in an IEP or a 504 plan. There is a re-evaluation every three years at no cost to families. 

	Documentation must provide information on specific functional limitations due to disabilities and on support the need for accommodations.  If updated documentation is needed, the student is responsible for the cost. 
	Must meet college or university guidelines and typically be within the past three to five years. Provision of accommodations is based on the documentation submitted.
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