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Investing in Innovation
Foundation to assist with renovations to OCC science labs
The Olney Central College Foundation is supporting an extensive $2 million project to renovate four science labs in Dr. Kent L. Wattleworth Hall. 
The work will focus on transforming the third-floor physics, chemistry and two biology labs into modern, high-tech learning spaces. The 
foundation will assist in these efforts through the purchase of state-of-the-art lab equipment.

OCC President Chris Simpson said the upcoming renovations will be a much-needed addition to the campus. The remodel will encompass 
everything from new cabinetry, flooring and furniture to upgrading the tools and equipment needed to support effective faculty instruction. 

"The new science labs will provide a more modern, updated 21st Century-type of environment for teaching and learning," he said. "I know that 
both students and faculty members will appreciate the new labs. A modern, well-designed lab can make STEM courses more engaging for 
students. As we have seen with our recently opened Health Professions Center, these new and updated spaces have a major impact on teaching 
and learning. It allows for new approaches to instruction for our faculty members and is much more visually appealing to the students."

Work is expected to begin at the conclusion of the spring semester, pending bid approval by the Illinois Eastern Community Colleges Board of 
Trustees. Renovations will continue throughout the summer and should be completed prior to the start of fall semester classes.

"The new science labs align very well with the newly developed transfer pathways that the IECC has developed," Simpson said. "These 
pathways provide a better sequence of courses for students and the new labs will enhance learning opportunities for students. I think the students 
that leave Olney Central College are well prepared for their next steps, whatever that may be. If the student transfers to a 4-year institution, 
these upgrades to our science labs are going to enhance their ability to be successful as they transfer on."
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Our Commitment

Plans for the upcoming 
science lab renovations in
Dr. Kent L. Wattleworth Hall.

The Olney Central College 
Foundation has pledged $150,000 
over the next five years to support 
OCC's Health Professions Center, 
which is being partially funded 
through Illinois Capital Development 
Board monies.



Olney Central College celebrated the opening of its new Health Professions Center with an Open House and Dedication Ceremony on 
December 11. More than 200 guests toured the high-tech facility, which features 7,820 square feet of new construction along with 1,900 
square feet of renovated space within Dr. Kent L. Wattleworth Hall.

“This is a state-of-the-art facility that is really going to enhance the teaching and learning process,” said OCC President Chris Simpson. “The 
faculty do a great job getting our students prepared and this is just going to simply enhance that and give them additional tools at their 
disposal.”

Funded through the Rebuild Illinois capital program, the $3.5 million investment includes two classrooms, a six-bed nursing skills lab, two 
nursing simulation labs with an observation area and a new radiography classroom and lab. The facility also offers a conference room, faculty 
offices and a student commons area. The OCC Foundation played an important role, pledging more than $150,000 over the next five years to 
ensure the inclusion of a much-needed modern classroom space in the final project. Last year's donations totaled $125,660.

Dr. Alani Frederick, Dean of Health Professions at Illinois Eastern Community Colleges, said the nursing simulation center will enable students to 
work through real-world scenarios, while the skills lab will offer a flexible space for hands-on learning in a safe, realistic environment. The 
center will provide the Radiography Program with its first energized lab, enabling students to practice projections in a controlled setting. 

“To prepare our students for the real world, they need to be workforce ready, and we are committed to doing that,” Frederick said. “We work 
really hard to make sure that the equipment available in these rooms is very similar to what is used in the actual clinic site. That way, our 
students know what to use and how to use it. What we’re able to do here, in both nursing and radiography, is work even harder to make sure 
our students are prepared so not only will they maintain our high standards, but they’ll exceed them.”

OCC unveils new Health Professions Center

At right, the Health Professions 
Center features two simulation labs. 
Below, nursing students utilizing the 
new classroom.

The TRIO Upward Bound STEM Lab is 
located in the OCC Learning Commons.

The Olney Central College Foundation provided $9,105 in 
funding to assist TRIO Upward Bound in creating a new STEM 
Lab designed to expand learning opportunities for students.

The facility features tools and technologies for coding, robotics 
and esports. Lab activities aid students in developing essential 
21st-Century skills including critical thinking, communication, 
collaboration and creativity, which support both college and 
career readiness.

STEM Lab provides
new opportunities
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Merit Scholarships return
with Foundation support
We are excited to share that the Olney Central College Foundation is 
reinstating Merit Scholarships to support outstanding local students. Several 
years ago, these scholarships helped students stay close to home and 
significantly reduce the cost of their education. Unfortunately, budget cuts 
forced the college to pause this important program.

Today, with renewed commitment, the Olney Central College Foundation 
has pledged $25,000, and a generous private donor has contributed 
an additional $10,000, to bring these scholarships back. Our goal is to 
expand this opportunity and reach even more deserving students in our 
communities.

By investing in merit-based scholarships, you help encourage local students 
to stay local, save money, and pursue their educational goals without 
unnecessary financial burden.

Please see the blue insert included with your letter and check the Merit 
Scholarships box to help us expand our reach and make a lasting impact 
on students’ futures.

Thank you for supporting local education and student success.

Sincerely,
The OCC Foundation

The Olney Central Col-
lege Foundation awarded 
$36,546  in mini grants to 
support  innovative stu-
dent-centered campus proj-
ects. This year’s awards are:

OCC Administration
  Television for Student   
  Union
Music Department
  Accompaniment for       
  Performances
Automotive Program
  Scan Tool
Athletics
  Batting Equipment
  Irrigation Control Panel
Student Senate
  Food for Student Events
Industrial Maintenance
Program
  Robot

Financial Aid
  Conference
Woodworking Classes
  Wood Planer
Art Department
  Clay Water Recycling 
  System 
Welding Program
  Stingers and Torches
Nursing Program
  Yoga
Cosmetology Program
  Computers
TRIO Upward Bound
  TRIO Stem Lab Furniture
O&M Department
  Tables and Chairs

OCC Foundation awards
$36,546 in mini grants



Corporate $5,000+
Family of Phyllis Fehrenbacher
Brenda & Buddy Glover
Dr. John & Carol Stull
Weber Family
Wolfe Foundation

Benefactor $1,000-$4,999
Gene & Sherry Brauer
Vic & Carol Connor
First National Bank in Olney
John & Misty Melton
Raj Natarajan
Olney Rotary Club
Robert D. Sayre
Dr. Sheth & Dr. Upadhyay
Leon & Kady Stallard
Skyline Steel
Barbara Stoll
TrustBank
Family of Katharina & Minnie Weber
Andrea & Alan Zuber

Sponsor $500-$999
Blank’s Insurance Agency
Citizens National Bank of Albion
Brenda K. Culver
D. Lawless Hardware
Garai Doll
Julia Eichhorst
Thomas & Pamela Friese
Gregg & Janet Gibson
Bob & Cindy Hardig
Magura USA Corp.
Jessica McDonald
Meadowview Dental Group
Larry & Cheryl Miller
Dr. Carunguli Natarajan
Kelly Payne
Mike & Carol Potter
Mark Richardson
Mike & Lori Uhl
Dr. Melanie & Chris Waller

Patron — $250-$499
Dr. John Arey
Shasta Schackmann Bennett
Todd & Julie Bettis
Sylvia Bourne
Tim & Deb Collins
Michael Conn
Chris & Gwyne Doll
Jason & Erin Gallagher
Carla Gardner
Gassmann Family
Don & Susie Graham

Kim Harrell
Donna Henry
Troy & Lesa Hickey
Ryan & Sara Jennings
Frank & Carol Kocher
Avery & Mary Jo McKinney
Art Miller
Dr. Tanner and Beth Miller
Rothrock Auction LLC
Rick & LeaAnn Runyon
Wayne & Chris Schuetz
Chris & Michelle Simpson
Dick & Carol Steinman
Nathan & Sarah Stevens
Mike Stiff
Thrifty Home Medical
Town Talk
Frank R. VanMatre
Family & Friends of Bayley & Bryson Walker
Bryan & Jeannie Walser
Walmart D.C. #6059
Jeff & Sharon Wilson

Associate — $50-$249
Dr. Hans & Carolyn Andrews
Jackson Arey
Jordan Arey
Lori Barger
Steve & Genelle Beck
Katharine Benghauser
Steve Berry
Felecia & Norman Bishop
Randy & Ann Blackford
Dr. Jerri Boughan, DMD
David & Sandra Britton
Dr. Herb & Joyce Brokhof
Pat Burke
Mary Corry
Mark & Cris Costantino
Michael & Ann Cravens
Tim & Anne Crites
Dr. & Mrs. Luis DeVenecia
Energy Insurance Services
Family Hair Care — Betty Slover
Jack Fye
Mary Pat Gassmann
Michael Gomendoza & Carol Ann Tan
Gordon Green
Marva Green
Allen & Barbara Hailey
Gerald & Ann Hearring
Robert Hocking
Gary & Kim Houchin
John Kendall
Michael R. & Peggy A. King
Gregory & Alice Kirkpatrick

Kistler-Patterson Funeral Home
Carol Kistler
Walter & Nancy Koertge
Dave & Vicki Lobacz
James A. Majernik
Steve Marrs
Larry & Becky McGrew
Matt & Krista McLaren
Daryl & Ann McNabb
Tom & Kathy Micetich
Kenny & Julia Michels
Aaron & Deb Mitchell
Fred & Nancy Moehle
Jason & Deven Mosbey
Greg & Alice Mullinax
Kris & Ann Muston
Cindy & John Oakley
Louis B. Ochs
Olney Elks Lodge #926
PrintForce
Richland Motor Parts (NAPA)
Jan & Lisa Ridgely
Runyon Insurance Agency Inc.
Howard & Lucille Scherer
John & Dorothy Schmoker
Robert D. Schmoker
Maridel & Steve Schonert
Pete & Marla Seals
Kathy Pflaum Slankard
Jason & Tracy Snider
Dr. David Staats
Mike & Norma Steber
Sumner Grain Inc.
Travis & Amy Tarr
Doug & Janie Tompson
Sara Trayser
Bob & Joan Uhl
Doug & Mary Urfer
Jim & Diane Volk
Marilyn Weesner
Henry & Lynn Weidner
John & Karen Williams
Ursula Wuthrich
Tony & Stephanie Zuber

Friend Up to $49
Anna Mae Barber
Jeff & Leann Gray
Patricia Hubble Hanks
In Memory of Dan Denton
  — Julie Camp Lockhart
Ron & Shirley Rentfro
Ben & Lisa Weiler
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