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Olney Central College’s
49th annual commence-
ment exercises will begin
at 7 p.m. on Friday, May
10 in the OCC
Gymnasium.

OCC will confer approxi-
mately 365 degrees and
certificates. Friends and
relatives of the graduates
are invited to attend. 

The 2013 Alumnus Award
will be presented to Dr.

Brian Atwood.
“It’s a great honor I did-

n’t expect,” Atwood said.
“I’m so glad we have OCC.
It is a big asset to the com-
munity and to the stu-
dents. I think they get a
better start with their edu-
cation at OCC than they
would at a four-year uni-
versity. I really think it
provides the best transition
for most kids coming out of

high school.”
Atwood earned his associ-

ate’s degree from OCC in

1994 and transferred to
Southern Illinois
University at Carbondale
where he received a bache-
lor’s of arts degree in phys-
iology and biological sci-
ences. He earned his med-
ical degree from the
University of Illinois’
College of Medicine in
2001. 

“I knew what I wanted to
do from the time I was in
second grade on,” Atwood
said. “I was always inter-
ested in the medical field
and I liked science.”

See Award, Page 5

Dr. Brian Atwood

OCC 49th Commencement May 10
Dr. Brian Atwood recipient
of 2013 Alumnus Award

Nursing honor society holds first induction ceremony
The Illinois Eastern

Community Colleges/
OCC Nursing
Program’s Nu Chapter
of Alpha Delta Nu held
its first induction cere-
mony on April 28 at
Wabash Valley College.

Twenty-one students
from Frontier
Community, Lincoln
Trail, Olney Central
and Wabash Valley col-
leges were welcomed
into the national honor
society of nursing. 

During the ceremony,
students received a pin,
a certificate and cords
to wear at graduation. 

Alpha Delta Nu rec-
ognizes top associate
degree nursing stu-
dents. To be considered
for membership, 

See Nursing, Page 7

Twenty-one IECC/OCC Nursing Program students were inducted April 28 into the Nu
Chapter of Alpha Delta Nu, the national honor society of nursing. Pictured, are front
row, from left, Advisor Sharen Wolke, Keely Brown, Michelle Coulter, LaChelle Carter,
Amy Schafer, Niki Knowles, Christine Chickini and Alissa Murbarger; second row,
Advisor Brenda Grove, Marcy Ledbetter, Lavada Simpson, Britany Rayburn, Kristal
McElravy, Debra Slover and Advisor Teresa Diekmann; and back row, Angela Lawhead,
Bailey Knust, Madelyn Taylor, Jessica Talbert, Jeri Allender, Michelle Kidwell, Jennifer
McKinley, Sara Stoltz and Advisor Wanda Douglas.



Danny Morgan felt like
he was struggling to fit in
when he came to Olney
Central College after com-
pleting his military service.

“I knew that if I felt this
way, there had to be others
out there who felt the
same,” he said.

Morgan began reaching
out to other students who
served or are serving in the
military to establish a
Veterans Club at OCC. He
hopes the club will help
connect those veterans who
may be feeling isolated.

“You can be in a crowd of
people and still feel like
you’re on a desert island,”
said Morgan, an OCC
Administration of Justice
student. “It is different
than coming to college
straight out of high school.
The connection is not there
with the younger students.
My focus is not on what
I’m going to do this week-
end. My focus is to get out
of school and get on with
my life. The club will pro-
vide a chance to meet oth-
ers who understand what
you’re going through.” 

Morgan began his mili-
tary career with the
National Guard in 1998
before joining the U.S.
Army in 2003. He served
as a combat engineer and
supply specialist before
leaving active duty in
2007. He was deployed to
several overseas locations

including combat zones.
Adam Griffy attended

the club’s first meeting and
is assisting Morgan in his
efforts to establish the
Veterans Club at OCC.
Griffy joined the U.S. Navy
after graduating from
Newton Community High
School in 2005.

“I wanted to be a part of
something bigger than
myself,” he said. “I think
that is the reason a lot of
people join the military.”

Griffy served six years on
active duty and was
deployed to Iraq several
times as a Fleet Marine
Force Corpsman (combat
medic) with the 1st Marine
Division. 

“In Iraq, my job was to

take care of the physical
and mental health of oth-
ers,” he said. “If someone
was sick or wounded in
combat, I took care of
them. If they were having
a bad day, they would come
talk to me.”

Griffy, an OCC student
who will enter the college’s
nursing program this fall,
said he misses the cama-
raderie he once shared
with his fellow servicemen.

“When I got out of the
military, all they said was
‘thank you for your service
and get out,’” Griffy said.

Griffy and Morgan hope
the Veterans Club will give
members a new sense of
camaraderie. Both say
combat experience is some-

thing that only others who
have been in that situation
can understand.

“It’s hard to connect with
other people,” Griffy said.
“I came home and I could-
n’t carry on a conversation
with people I’ve known
since we were in Pre-K
together.”

Morgan agrees.
“I keep a lot of stuff to

myself,” he said. “When I
got out, I didn’t what to
say anything because I did-
n’t think anyone would
understand.”

They hope the club will
provide an opportunity for
student veterans to share
their experiences and
assist one another as they
successfully transition to
college.

“I see this as a major
support group,” Griffy said.
“I think coming here and
just sharing our stories
and hanging out will help.”

Morgan said the alarm-
ing increase in suicides
among veterans and sol-
diers reinforced to him the
need to establish a support
system for those returning
from active duty. He also
felt with no Veterans
Affairs medical office near-
by that a local group was
necessary.

“I am a member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars
and serve with the funeral
honor guard,” said Morgan, 

See Veterans, Page 9

OCC students Adam Griffy and Danny Morgan are
encouraging other students, who served in the
military, to join OCC’s new Veterans Club.

New club brings veterans together

Phi Theta Kappa chapter inducts new members
Olney Central College’s Phi Theta

Kappa chapter recently inducted
new members for Spring 2013.

Those installed include Alyssa
Balding, of Barnhill; Emma Boehl
and Austin Zwilling, both of
Claremont; Cole Hildebrand, of Clay
City; Joshua Corry, Anna Henson, A.
Brooke Poling and Lisa Woolever, all

of Flora; Kimberly Griesemer, of
Lawrenceville; Haden Brackett and
Lita Nester, of Newton; Blake
Diesser, of Noble; Rina Annisa, Erin
Barton, Michael Carpenter, Brock
Dowell, Sara Farmer, Ashlyn Henry,
Hyunjung Koh, Ashby Leaf,
Christian Michels, Nicholas Napier,
Jody Nelson, Tiffany Nix and Amy

Scarbrough, all of Olney; Samantha
Scott, of Monroe City, Ind.; and
Alexis Chapman and Kristen Tyler
Allen, both of Boonville, Ind.                    

Phi Theta Kappa is an interna-
tional honor society for students
attending two-year colleges. To be
eligible for membership, a student
must have a 3.5 GPA or higher.



As the Student Advantage
Network’s academic counselor at
Olney Central College, Jennifer
Stroughmatt’s goal is to help partici-
pants stay in college, graduate and
successfully transfer to a four-year
college or university.

“It’s all about the students,” she
said. “I work with them to help them
take the steps toward a future path
that will bring them success and ful-
fillment, as well as a paycheck. The
choices we make now can have last-
ing effects on our future. It is my
goal to help each student discover
what are the best choices for them,
how to navigate life’s curve balls and
how to challenge themselves into
achieving their best.”

Student Advantage Network is
part of the TRiO program at IECC,
which is funded by the U.S.
Department of Education. The pro-
gram is designed to assist first gen-
eration college students — those
whose parents haven’t earned bache-
lor’s degrees — navigate the colle-
giate system.

The program is currently accept-
ing new students for 2013-2014. To
be eligible, participants must be
transfer degree-seeking students.
They also must meet one of the fol-
lowing criteria: be a first-generation
college student, fall within the low-
to moderate-income guidelines
or have a disability that affects
learning.

SAN provides transfer assistance,
free tutoring, peer mentoring, job
shadowing, financial aid planning;
referral service and cultural experi-
ences and free campus visits. A
Participation Grant also is available
to help qualified individuals pay col-
lege expenses such as transporta-
tion, books, moving expenses to a
transfer school and anything else
students may need to be successful.

Stroughmatt also teaches three
classes, Success in College and
Beyond, Career Exploration and
Leadership Development, which are
offered exclusively to SAN students.

Throughout the year, SAN mem-
bers also participate in a number of
service projects.

“SAN students at OCC are all
about giving back to the communi-
ty,” Stroughmatt said. “Students
have held a winter wear drive, a
backpacks home project to feed chil-
dren, sewn individualized pillowcas-
es for children with cancer who are
hospitalized, started an anti-drug
awareness campaign and provided
under-resourced children with activ-
ities and toys to bring them joy, all
this year alone.” 

Christina Banning, of Louisville,
said SAN was instrumental in help-
ing her to make a successful transi-
tion from high school to college. 

“I think SAN has been a real con-
fidence booster for me,” she said. “I
feel better prepared for my future
classes and it has helped me with
the steps I needed to take to apply
for financial aid and to transfer. It’s
been a great experience.”

Banning, who plans to study
speech pathology at Eastern Illinois
University, said she benefitted from
the program’s extensive career
exploration. 

“You get to know for sure what
you want to do,” she said. “We got to

job shadow and we took personality
tests to see what careers would be
best suited for us.”

SAN gives students the chance to
explore a variety of job sites in order
to expose them to future careers
they may not have considered,
Stroughmatt said. Opportunities to
visit college campuses and partici-
pate in cultural trips also are key
components of the program.

In the past year, SAN students
have visited Indianapolis to explore
careers in zoology as well as muse-
ums and sampled Mediterranean
cuisine and culture. In May, SAN
will attend a performance of Rock
of Ages at The Centre in Evansville
and visit the University of Southern
Indiana campus.

Banning said the outings give stu-
dents the chance to build lasting
friendships.

“I like being around other people
who are interested in the same
things I am,” she said. “We’re really
a very close-knit group.”

Samantha Elder, of Noble, said
SAN provides a vital support system  

See SAN, Page 4

SAN accepting students for next year

The Student Advantage Network at OCC is designed to assist first genera-
tion college students navigate the collegiate system. The program is cur-
rently accepting new students for 2013-2014. Pictured are some of the
current SAN students, front row, from left, Amy Scarbrough, Samantha
Elder and Megan Brant, and back row, Andi Edmondson, Advisor Jennifer
Stroughmatt, Christina Banning and Josh Corry.



Continued from Page 3
for its participants.

“This is a chance to be with people
who are going through the same
things I am,” she said. “It’s a very
unique group. It not only gives you
support, but it pushes you to do bet-
ter — even if you don’t want to.”

Elder especially enjoys working
with the SAN mentors. These are
second-year SAN students, who are
specifically selected by Stroughmatt
to provide information and other
assistance to new participants. 

“They are always there to help,”
Elder said. “They can help you with
schoolwork and improving your
grades. They also are there if you
just need someone to talk to.”

Dena Smith, of Olney, currently
serves as a SAN mentor.

“I really like helping the other stu-
dents,” she said. “I can relate to the
things they’re going through.”

As a returning student, Smith
said SAN helped to ease her transi-

tion back to the classroom. 
“I hadn’t been in school for a long

time,” she said. “The other students
never made me feel different. The
program helped me to figure out
what I wanted to do.”

Smith, who plans to transfer to
Southern Illinois University and
major in social work, is now dedicat-
ed to helping other students
succeed. 

“I made some bad decisions in my
life and I want to help other stu-
dents avoid them,” she said. “I can
see where things might be going
wrong for them and I can tell them,
‘Don’t do this.’ A lot of their prob-
lems I can help them work through,
but if it is something serious I can
take it to Jennifer. We will try to
help the students any way we can.” 

Stroughmatt enjoys assisting stu-
dents in reaching their goals.

“I really love working one-on-one
with the students,” she said. “I love
to encourage them and to help them

to open their minds as they make the
transition from high school student
to adult life in college. My job is to
help them with anything that relates
to their college experience and their
future. Each student presents a dif-
ferent set of circumstances. The vari-
ety is a big part of what I love.”

Banning stressed that
Stroughmatt is always available to
assist and encourage students.

“Jennifer is awesome,” she said.
“She will help you out in any way
she can. I know I will stay in touch
with her when I move on.”

Smith encourages eligible stu-
dents to contact Stroughmatt about
the program.

“I don’t think enough people know
about it,” Smith added. “If anyone
can get in, I would highly recom-
mend they do it.”

Students who think they may
qualify for the program can contact
Stroughmatt at 395-7777, ext. 2014,
to learn more.

SAN

Photography Class Trip
The OCC Advanced Photography class recently took a trip to the Mesker Park
Zoo in Evansville where students were able to use the various photo skills they
have learned in their class. The zoo provided the perfect opportunity to practice
with various settings on their cameras, such as ISO, aperture and shutter speed,
zooming in and macro photography. Pictured, from left, are Rick and Penny
Densmore, Ellen and Roger Bastian, Patsy Lou Abel, Instructor Tim Dunahee,
Phyllis Brian, Gloria Owenby and Sandra Cochran.

Enroll now
in summer,
fall classes

Olney Central College is
currently registering students
for intersession, summer and
fall semester classes.

Three-week intersession
classes begin on Monday, May
13 and eight-week summer
semester classes start on
Wednesday, June 5.  

Fall semester classes begin
on Thursday, Aug. 15.

Summer and fall schedules
may be obtained from the
Student Services Office or
visit the Illinois Eastern
Community Colleges web site
at www.iecc.edu/occ. 

College closed
Olney Central College will

be closed on Monday, May 27
in observance of Memorial
Day. The college will reopen
on Tuesday, May 28.



Award

OCC students named to All-Illinois Academic Team
Olney Central College’s recipients

for the All-Illinois Academic Team
were honored at a special banquet
on April 16 at the Crowne Plaza in
Springfield. This year’s recipients of
the award are Brianna Harbold and
Julie Hill.

For their commitment to academic
excellence, recipients were presented
with a special certificate and medal-
lion. A framed picture featuring both
Harbold and Hill was also presented
to the college and can be viewed on
the wall outside Room 102, where
photographs of past OCC recipients
also reside. Harbold and Hill had
previously been recognized for their
academic team selection at the OCC
Student Awards ceremony on April
8.

“This was my ninth time attend-
ing the All-Illinois Academic Team
banquet,” said Advisor Carmen
Jones. “It is always an enjoyable
evening, and the accomplishments of
the members of the team never
cease to amaze me. One of the stu-
dents recognized at this year’s ban-
quet was from Haiti. She had lived
through the earthquake in Haiti a
few years ago before coming to the
United States to attend college. This
young lady plans to pursue a degree
in civil engineering and to return to
Haiti to help her country rebuild. It
is examples such as these that make
attending this banquet in

Springfield each year rewarding.”  
Jones added, “Our students,

Brianna and Julie, are talented stu-
dents and active members of PTK,
and I congratulate both of them for
the selection onto the All-Illinois
Academic Team.”

Each community college in the
state is permitted to nominate two
students to the All-Illinois Academic
Team. The students must complete a
lengthy application process to even
be considered for the honor. The
banquet serves as the final recogni-

tion of their success.
“Selecting our college’s recipients

for this award is one of the most
arduous tasks Carmen and I face as
PTK advisors. With so many talent-
ed students to choose from, selecting
just two sometimes feels impossi-
ble,” said Advisor Kelly Payne. 

“Brianna and Julie are excellent
students and both have been active
PTK members since they became
members. Both have taken their PTK
membership beyond the club       

See All-Illinois, Page 8

OCC students Julie Hill and Brianna Harbold were honored as recipients
for the All-Illinois Academic Team during a banquet April 16 in Springfield.
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Atwood finished his

internship with St. Mary’s
Medical Center in
Evansville in 2002 and
completed his residency at
Evansville’s Deaconess
Family Practice in 2004. In
July of that year, Atwood
returned to Richland
County to establish his pri-
vate practice at Atwood
Medical in Olney.

“I always wanted to come
back home. That had been
my goal all along,” said
Atwood, a 1992 graduate of
West Richland High
School. “I like the commu-

nity. A small town is much
nicer to work in. I also like
being in private practice
because you do have a lit-
tle more freedom.”

Atwood is a member of
the American Academy of
Family Physicians and has
received specialized train-
ing in Advanced Cardiac
Life Support, Pediatric
Advanced Life Support and
the Neonatal Resuscitation
Program. 

Atwood resides in Noble
with his wife, Susan, and
three children, Jordan,
Austin and Abigail. His
hobbies include boating,

ATV riding and gardening.
Atwood said he chose to

attend OCC because of its
outstanding instruction
and affordable cost.

“It’s a good place to get
situated before you head
off to school,” he said. “One
of the best things about
OCC is the instructors. At
a bigger university, you are
taught by teaching assis-
tants who are basically
graduate students. At
OCC, the instructors are
teachers. That’s their job.
They are truly interested
in teaching you.”

While attending OCC,

Atwood especially enjoyed
the physics class he took
with instructor Ray Culver.

“It was fun and one of
my favorite classes,” he
said. “We had a good
teacher and it’s where I
met my wife.”

Atwood said the instruc-
tion he received at OCC
made his transition to SIU
a smooth one.

“I think OCC did a great
job preparing me,” he said.
“When I went to
Carbondale, I was ready to
step into the junior-level
classes. I transferred with-
out any problems.”



IMT Program adds degree, certificates
Olney Central College’s Industrial

Maintenance Technology Program
has added two new certificates and
an associate’s degree students can
begin this fall.

“The industrial maintenance pro-
gram was expanded to ensure that
the students upon graduation would
have the required skills that today’s
industry requires,” said IECC
Manufacturing Project
Coordinator/Industrial Maintenance
Instructor Mark Davidson. “The stu-
dents who complete this program
will possess the knowledge and a set
of transferable skills in a multitude

of areas that will provide them with
many opportunities to be successful
in the modern workforce.”

OCC launched its IMT Program in
August 2012 to meet growing indus-
try needs. With the new changes,
students will be able to complete
Level I, Level II and Level III cer-
tificates that can lead to an associ-
ate’s degree. Portions of the curricu-
lum are online and include virtual
lab simulators. 

“The students do most of the work
at home online and then are coming
to class where the main ideas and
topics are reinforced followed by

many hands-on type labs that allow
them to apply what they have
learned,” Davidson said. “We mini-
mize the amount of seat time and
maximize learning opportunities.”

Davidson said employment oppor-
tunities are continuing to expand for
industrial maintenance technicians.
Refineries, power plants, manufac-
turers, large facilities and even hos-
pitals need technicians with
mechanical and electrical training to
keep their facilities operating. The
pay is also very competitive.
Davidson said graduates can expect 

See IMT, Page 7

OCC’s Student Senate
hosted its annual Spring
Fling on April 25.
Activities included a free
pancake and bacon
breakfast, games and a
scavenger hunt.
Students also were treat-
ed to free chair mas-
sages by the Massage
Therapy Program and
manicures from the
Cosmetology Program.
At right, students partici-
pate in the popular Fear
Factor challenge. Below,
students cheer on vari-
ous participants.

Spring Fling

Like OCC 50th
Anniversary 
on Facebook

Olney Central College will celebrate
its 50th anniversary during the 2013-
2014 academic year. 

Be sure to like OCC 50th
Anniversary on Facebook to keep up
with all of the upcoming events.

Like the page and share it with your
friends to have your name entered
into a drawing for a free OCC
T-shirt. 

You can find OCC 50th Anniversary
on Facebook at facebook.com/occ50.



New Bluebird Houses
Students in Jim Burnett’s Biology II class recently installed new
bluebird houses at Olney Central College. The students removed
older structures and replaced them with the new cedar birdhouses,
which were specifically designed and placed around campus to cre-
ate an inviting nesting habitat for bluebirds. Students who partici-
pated in the project included Cortney Allen, Mikyla Cooper, John
Carie, David Mohns, Kelsee Ennis and Lukas Jones. The Ridgway
Chapter of the Illinois Audubon Society donated the birdhouses.
Pictured installing a birdhouse are Kelsee Ennis and Lukas Jones.

  ONLINE PAYMENT
Step 1 : Log into your Entrata
account with your username and
password. Click on the Banner Web
icon at the right-hand side of your
screen.

Step 2: Click on Pay Tuition, Fees,
and Other Charges Online — Credit
Card to make your online Payment.

If you encounter problems with mak-
ing your online payment, please con-
tact the IECC HelpDesk at 618-395-
5299 or toll-free 1-866-529-4322, ext.
4357.

Continued from Page 6
to earn between $16 and $28 an hour.

“Industry in the area is growing and the
need for industrial maintenance techni-
cians is increasing as well,” he added.
“Businesses are having a difficult time
locating qualified industrial maintenance
technicians. They are reaching out to us to
provide workers with that training. There
is a great need for those with mechanical
and especially electrical trouble-shooting
skills. Job placement should be nearly
100 percent for those who complete the
program.”

To learn more about the program, visit
www.iecc.edu/occ/programs.html and click
on IMT certificate or degree. If additional
information is needed, contact Mark
Davidson at 395-7777, ext. 2565, or send
an email to davidsonm@iecc.edu.

Those interested in enrolling in the IMT
Program this fall are encouraged to meet
with an advisor as soon as possible. Call
395-7777 to schedule an appointment.
Students interested in the program will
need to complete CIS 1104 Introduction to
Online Learning prior to Aug. 15.

IMT

Nursing
Continued from Page 1

students must have completed
their first year of nursing, have
attained a 3.0 overall GPA and
earned a B or better in the core
nursing courses. 

Students also must have
demonstrated conduct on campus
and in the clinical areas that
reflects both integrity and

professionalism.
To be awarded full membership,

students must finish their third
semester of nursing and complete
a group capstone project, which
focuses on either recruitment or
educational activities.

IECC applied for and was
granted its chapter in the organi-
zation in the fall of 2011.



Continued from Page 5
meetings, often helping out with
various fund-raisers    and service proj-
ects PTK conducts in and around the
campus community,” Payne added.
“Carmen and I are confident that
both will continue to succeed in all
that they do. We wish Brianna and
Julie the very best as they continue
with their educational and career
goals.”

This year, more than 1,600 com-
munity college students competed
for recognition, scholarships and a
coveted spot on the national team.
Of those 1,600 hopefuls, a small
handful, based on their academic

achievements and community serv-
ice and involvement, are selected to
the All-USA Academic Gold, Silver
and Bronze teams.

However, whether one is selected
to the national teams or not, all of 
the students recognized at the All-
Illinois awards ceremony reflect a
commitment to higher education
and how one person can truly make
an impact on his or her community
and on the world at large. The list
of accomplishments already
achieved by these students is both
humbling and inspiring, and leads
many to consider these special
PTK Scholars as “first among

equals.” 
Ultimately, the evening was a

wonderful time to celebrate the
accomplishments of these talented
students and to spotlight the high
caliber of education being delivered
at community colleges around the
state, and the country overall.  

These individuals truly represent
some of the best and brightest stu-
dents higher education has to offer,
and as they make their way to vari-
ous colleges and universities
around the country they are
reminded to “never forget from
whence they came: Illinois
Community Colleges!”

All-Illinois

Above, renowned photographer Anthony Gibson
(second from right) lectures the OCC Advanced
Photography class on his expeditions and the work
involved in bringing beautiful photographic art to
the world to enjoy. The photograph is by Jerry
Masopust. At right, CSI Sergeant DeWayne Morris,
of the Illinois State Police, visits and instructs the
Advanced Photography class on the use of digital
photography in crime scenes. Technology has
made great advances in digital photography in help-
ing to preserve and to record a crime scene, mak-
ing it possible to bring a digital crime scene to
court in jury trials. Photography not only captures
the evidence, but can be used to animate and
reconstruct a crime scene allowing jurors, judges
and attorneys to see what has taken place.  The
Advanced Photography class is taught by
Instructor Tim Dunahee, who always tries to pres-
ent the latest technology available to enhance stu-
dents’ photographic skills. New classes begin in
June. To register, call 395-7777.

Photography Presentations

Tutoring
available
at OCC

Need help bringing
up a grade in one of
your classes? The
Learning Skills
Center offers free
tutoring in any sub-
ject taught at OCC.

Study guides and
videos are available
in several subjects.

If you have any
special learning
needs, come and see
the LSC staff. 

They will be glad
to provide sugges-
tions, help and/or
accommodations. 

The LSC is located
in the back of the
Anderson Library in
Conference Room 4.

Community
Band Concert

The OCC
Community Band
Ensemble will pres-
ent its annual con-
cert at 6:30 p.m. on
Thursday, May 9 in
the Dr. John D. Stull
Performing Arts
Center.



Current and past issues of the
Knightline newsletter may be
downloaded by visiting the OCC
website at www.iecc.edu/occ.

Knightline issues

Illinois Eastern Community Colleges reserves
the right to change, without notice, any of the
material, information, requirements, or regula-
tions published in this publication. Illinois
Eastern Community Colleges does not discrim-
inate on the basis of race, color, religion, gen-
der, age, disability, national origin, or veteran
status. Illinois Eastern Community Colleges
adheres to the Federal Regulations of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and
offers appropriate services or activities with
reasonable accommodations to any qualified
disabled individual upon request. Illinois
Eastern Community Colleges’ Board of
Trustees has adopted the Substance Abuse
Policy. Students and employees involved in
substance abuse, within the college environ-
ment, are subject to disciplinary action.

Please submit information
for the Summer Knightline to
Deanna Ratts by 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, June 12.

Happy Birthday To:

May

5 Tina Pierce
7 Ken Westray
8 Judith Hudson (WVC)
12 Holly Farley
17 Shasta Bennett
21 Andrew Pittman
26 Cheryl Dill

Knightline Information

If you have lost an item, please
check with the switchboard in
the Student Services Office.

Lost and found items 

Students utilizing the OCC
parking lots are advised to keep
their vehicles locked when
unattended.

Keep vehicles locked

Follow OCC on Facebook
Like OCC on Facebook to keep

up with the latest happenings on
campus. Find us on Facebook at
facebook.com/olneycentralcollege.
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who was recently elected VFW Senior
Vice Commander. “I didn’t want to be
at the funeral for someone my age
because no one was there for them.”

Morgan noted many returning veter-
ans have Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder and the club will give mem-
bers the chance to discuss what they
are experiencing with one another.

In addition, Morgan hopes the club
can sponsor activities that bring
together not only veterans, but their
families as well.

“Our families are adjusting and
dealing with things too,” he added.
“This would give them a chance to
meet and offer advice to one another
about how they are dealing with things
like PTSD.”

Eventually, Griffy would like for the
club to bring speakers to the area and
to support veterans’ service organiza-

tions like the Wounded Warrior
Project.

In addition to veterans, Morgan and
Griffy encourage those who are consid-
ering military service to attend a
meeting.

“We will tell you about our experi-
ences and what we know,” Griffy said.
“If you are thinking about joining the
military, we encourage you to talk to as
many veterans as possible. I’m glad I
served and proud of what I did. I know
my mom, dad, family and friends are
proud of me. I wouldn’t change my
experiences for anything in the world.
I feel like I grew from each of them. I
met some of the coolest guys in the
world and made a lot of good friends.”

For more information about the
Veterans Club, contact the OCC
President’s Office at 395-7777, ext.
2003, or send an email to
occ1oathkeepers@gmail.com.

Veterans 

LSC Hosts Record GED Graduation
Olney Central College’s Learning Skills Center held its GED graduation on
April 22. Diplomas were awarded to a record 41 students. Those honored
included front row, from left, Jinlan Song, Savannah Perdue, Kari Brochin,
Jodie Hamilton, Ashlyne Denzler and Lindsey Collyard; second row, Brendan
Tanner, Robert Pinkerton, Cheyenne Holland, Virgil Evans, Dusty Greene,
Rachael Toner and Jason Geisler; third row, Cam Leaf, Lucy Ippolito,
Matthew Coleman and Tyler Tennyson; and back row, Dustin Maxey, Tim
Ortiz, Eric Jarosik, Steven Ellison and Christina Collins. OCC will offer sum-
mer GED classes beginning June 5. Evening classes will meet from 5 to 9
p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Daytime classes also are available. For
more information, call 395-7777, ext. 2267.


